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WHILE MEN SLEPT, THE ENEMY SOWED TARES 
 

Matthew 13:25 
 

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn. 

 
The tare or darnel abounds all over the East, and is a great trial to the farmer. 
 
The grain is small and is arranged along the upper part of the stalk, which stands perfectly erect. The taste 
of the grain is bitter and if mixed with wheat in bread causes dizziness, and often acts as a violent emetic.  
 
It is a poison and must be carefully winnowed and picked out of the wheat or the flour is not fit for food. 
 
The tares can hardly be distinguished from the wheat until the heads appear at harvest time, — even 
the farmer cannot tell them apart.  
 
As harvest approaches the wheat grows heavy and bends over more and more, but the tares or darnel 
are so light-headed they stand very straight.  
 
At harvest time the farmer cuts the heads off the tares and puts them in a pile until he has harvested the 
wheat; then the tares are burned. 
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From:  STRANGE SCRIPTURES THAT PERPLEX THE WESTERN MIND, Clarified in the Light of 
Customs and Conditions in Bible Lands, by Barbara M. Bowen, Second Edition 1940. 

 

 


